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TAGS: UNDP, PAHO, EAGR 

SUBJECT: UNDP SUPPORT FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN ANIMAL DISEASE 
LABORATORY PROJECT 

REF: (A) USUN/NY 02843, (B) STATE 173030 

1 . IN REPLY TO GUCHOUSKY INQUIRY (REF A) AID HAS NO 
RELATED PROJECTS IN COLOMBIA OR CENTRAL AMERICA. HOWEVER 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED IN SUPPORT OF CONTIN- 
UING THE UNDP COMMITMENT TO THE PAHO PROJECT. 

2. THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) RECEIVES 
APPROPRIATIONS TO COOPERATE WITH THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL- 
TURE OF COLOMBIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING DETERRENTS 
TO THE SPREAD OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE (FMD) NORTHWARD 
FROM COLOMBIA AS A RESULT OF THE CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT WITH 
AMERICAN HIGHWAY. ALSO, A JOINT COMMISSION AGREEMENT WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA PROVIDES PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT 
FROM USDA TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF PANAMA DIRECTED TOWARD 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 175934 

PROTECTING THAT COUNTRY FROM THE INTRODUCTION OF FMD. 

THESE TWO AGREEMENTS ARE KNOWN AS THE DARIEN GAP PROGRAM OF 
THE USDA. 

3. USDA IS COOPERATING WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF MEXICO, 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND PANAMA TO SUPPORT AND STIMULATE REPORT 
ING, INVESTIGATION, AND RAPID DIAGNOSES OF VESICULAR DIS- 
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EASES IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

4. SINCE VESICULAR STOMATITIS - A DISEASE CLINICALLY 
RESEMBLING FMD - EXISTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, PANAMA, AND 
MEXICO, IMMEDIATE LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS OF VESICULAR STO- 
MATITIS DIFFERENTIATING IT FROM FMD MUST BE CARRIED OUT 
RAPIDLY AND ACCURATELY IN ALL CASES OF A VESICULAR DISEASE 
APPEARING IN THE REGION. IT IS, THEREFORE, OF UTMOST 
URGENCY TO STIMULATE DISEASE REPORTING AND INVESTIGATIONS. 

IT IS EQUALLY NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AN ACCURATE DIAGNOSIS OF 
SUSPICIOUS CASES THAT OCCUR IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE REGION 
AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. IT IS TOWARD THIS END THAT THE 
UNITED STATES IS EXPRESSING ITS INTEREST AND SUPPORT FOR 
THIS PAHO PROJECT. 

5. FYI THE JOINT U.S. PROGRAM WITH MEXICO HAS BEEN IN 
OPERATION SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF FMD IN THAT COUNTRY IN 
1947. THIS IS PERHAPS BEST EVIDENCE OF CONTINUING U.S. 

INTEREST AND VIGILANCE IN THE REGION. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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